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JUMPING FOR JAN: The Christmas/New Year weather in the Waikato may not have
been up to much but this was not the case further south. Here yve grandchildren enjoy
some great times at Ohakune over the holiday period before everyone starts dealing with
whatever 2012 may bring...
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Parish Information

CHURCH OFFICE: PO Box 12034, Hamilton
Ofyce Hours:
Monday T Friday 9am-2.30pm Phone: 855 7434

Fax: 855 7019

E-mail: ofyce@chartwellchurch.org.nz  Internet: //www.chartwellchurch.org.nz

Parish Administrator: Margaret Clow  Ofyce Assistant: Ruth Bridge

MINISTERS: The whole congregation
Contact phone numbers for:

Rev Ken Olsen 855 7434
Rev Anne Mills 855 7434
PARISH COUNCIL:
Chairperson Mary West 850 5711
Secretary Cherry Schmidt 855 0000
CHARTER:
Editor Jock Crawford 854 7553
Features/Photography Jan Silvester 855 8236
ABOUT PEOPLE
Deaths:

Several of our members have died recently. We offer our sincere sympathy
to Barbara and Russell Haworth on the death of her mother Audrey Cann [d. 4/12];
to Marion and family on the death of her husband David Sell [d. 29/11];
to Dick and family on the death of his wife Jean Howie [28/12];
to Chris on the death of her husband David Aitken [d. 9/1],
to Pauline on the death of her mother Eunice Robinson [d. 20/1].

Calling for volunteers who could assist with the food for either morning or afternoon
tea for the National Interfaith Forum on Saturday, February 18. If you would like to help
please contact the Church Ofyce on 855 7434. Thank you.

w5 goodbang
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Ongoing Foodbank needs this month:
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New Year: New Possibilities

HILE Iim not your typical New Yearis tresolutionitei, the latent possibility

of a new year does stimulate my imagination. The year 2011 was a tough
one for most, but here we are with the blank canvas of possibility, and imme-
diately for me hope stirs like the emergence of spring after the bitterness and
cold of winter.

Could it be that this latent possibility is rich with potential? The tough times of
the past has brought with them a deepening compassion and care to so many,
as hearts have gone out to those in need close at hand and those further ayeld.
There has been a deepening desire to reach beyond ourselves in practical actions
to relieve hurt and need rather than just feel sadness for the fiotherd. Forgotten
memories of community have re-emerged and we have re-learnt why we gather
to support and care for one another collectively rather than just self in isolation.

While trying not to be naive about the challenges ahead, | wonder if we are not
discovering some incredibly important aspects of human life -- and particularly
human community -- as we face difycult times and learn to rise above them.
We may be more fully human for the challenge than we ever would have been
without it.

As we turn to scripture we notice how important family and community wellbeing
was for the writers. How important this was to their understanding of Yahweh. The
harshest condemnation emerges for those who break down and destroy family
and community wellbeing. Ultimately Jesus was a community creator, creating an
alternative community that embraced new values and a greater vision of who we
might be and who we are in the sight of God. It was counter cultural, embracing
and valuing all, no matter the socioeconomic and socio religious background. All
were welcomed, all valued by, and precious to this God.

My hope for this New Year is that we will continue moving closer to being the radi-
cal counter-cultural community Jesus called into being. That the good things we
desire for ourselves, the excellent things we desire for our families and friends, we
will desire and work towards for all, especially those on the poverty line. That the
struggles of yesterday will continue to ignite in us the very things Jesus sought to
draw out of those of the yrst century. That we may be more fully human and more
truly repect Jesus in our day, and the kingdom vision that is the will of God.

That would go a long way to us not only having but being part of a blessed New

year.
Ken Olsen
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Parish Home Study Groups

he yrst Home Study group in the Parish had its beginnings following a Life in the Spirit

series in west Hamilton around 1980. It met at Russ and Marilyn Youngés but moved to
Cyril Magowanos at the time of Gladys6 (Cyrilés late wife) illness. Numbers grew and up to
16 would attend the weekly meetings. The Rev. Bruce Keeley occasionally made an input
and the Rev. Api Qilio with his wife Rika from the Fijian Anglican church also attended.
They were in the parish for two years while Api was studying diocesan administration. He
is now Archbishop of Melanesia.

Gary and Amanda Gower opened their home for the group in Meridian Place, Flagstaff
at the time that area was being developed. With her musical skills, Amanda introduced
singing one or two choruses at the start of each evening, and this continues to the present
day. Following the Gowers move to Rotorua, the group moved to the Dawson home fiout
in the countryo, where it continued until Vicki and Bob moved to the city 2 1/2 years ago.
The current meeting place is at Beulah Bakeros in Hukanui Rd. One other daytime group
met for some years in Ngaere Ave at the home of the late Jean Walsh.

Membership of the group has come and gone and while most studies have focused on
accepted understandings and commentaries on the Bible, other courses have been undertaken
over the years. The group has joined in with parish Lenten and Advent studies and the
Marcus Borg series, The Heart of Christianity. Commentaries/studies have included, The
40 Days of Purpose, Stuart Christies Thoughts for Today, Rob Harleyés Great Journeys
and Bishop Tom Wrights Acts for Everyone. Last year, the gospels of John and Luke were
studied using a format of repection on themes, such as: iWhat was Lukets world likeo;
fiThe gospel story as Luke saw itd and fiHow might Lukeds message be applied in todayés
world?0

The group meets on Thursday evenings at 7.30pm and would welcome any

newcomers. Bob Dawson

Ph 855 9459

Talua College Early Childhood Centre Project

Our Overseas Mission committee has been exploring the possibility of a team from
Chartwell Cooperating Church going to Talua Theological College, Vanuatu, in conjunc-
tion with the Global Mission Ofyce of the Presbyterian Church to construct an early
childhood centre.

In December Jack Brinkman made an initial visit to the college to assess the situa-
tion and what would be needed. We are hoping to send up to 10 people from Hamilton,
mostly from St Albanis, to undertake the construction of the building, probably in relays.

A meeting to discuss various issues and overall planning was held last Wednesday at
which the construction period was tentatively decided to be from May 9 to May 30.

Costs per person including return airfares are reckoned to be $1200-$1500.

Recently a BBC television programme has been recommended to me. It is the British
Version of ¢ Praise Bedbut goes under the title of dSongs of Praised. It can been seen at
7.30pm on Sunday evenings on Shine TV. T Dennis Clow
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(With slight apologies to The Scarlet
Pimpernel, by Baroness Emma Orczy)

had previously never met anyone who

had set fire to the communion table,
well if not the table, deynitely the wooden
candle holders. Gwen has. | also hadnt
met anyone who had reorganised a small
collection of books into one of the best
church libraries in the world T or certainly
in Hamilton. Gwen did. When | talked to
her and heard about so many things that
she has been involved in, initiated or run
it was hard to believe that she has been a
member of the parish for less than thirty
action packed years. She says that the church is her community where she ynds friends
and nourishment for her faith journey and is a place of support in times of need.

Gwen participates in all facets of the churchés life from councils to synods to
committees representing groups within the church and in the community. She has led
or been a member of all sorts of groups - study groups, review groups, camp groups,
healing groups, transformers, youth, pastoral care and, of course, worship. She is able
to make people feel conydent and comfortable when she visits in her pastoral care role or
as a Chaplainds assistant at Waikato Hospital and her non-threatening greeting of éhow
are things for you today?d often puts her in the privileged position being the recipient of
peoplebs stories.

Gwen is thoroughly reliable, extremely well organised and very thorough and she
responds to needs which often overpow into the community. She enjoys working as a
mentor for young people but her real passion is coordinating the Pastoral Care Group
where she not only organises training for the pastoral visitors but also arranges visitors for
the new people and cards or meals for those who are unwell. Ten years ago her pastoral
care extended to initiating a programme making sandwiches for hungry school childrents
lunches, an activity that still happens on the second day of each new term.

However, anyone who knows Gwen, realises she is half of a very important whole,
David and Gwen. David, whose goal is 6to live today as well as | cand, has been in hospital
for a very long time now and often is too tired or unwell to communicate with her. But
she perseveres and says she doesnét ynd it hard as he is still himself when he occasionally
opops outd! Could you be as gracious?

Well done and thank you Gwen.

Gwen Kentish

Jan Silvester
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An inclination to worship...

he steps into the church were getting steeper and steeper and it was time to do something

about it. So after much discussion and fundraising, the property committee was given
the go ahead and got into plan drawing and redrawing, trips to the timber merchants and
Bunnings (of course) and the building of THE RAMP began. It was getting really close to
Christmas but the call went out for help and it arrived. For a whole week, Graeme and Alan
worked in the sun using their great building skills, while Warwick, George and Larry were often
there to help too. At the end of the week the ramp was done and was strong enough to hold
an elephant T or at least
a whole congregation.
Many others worked
on different parts of the
building that needed
painting etc, wonderful
women fed the wonder-
ful men and altogether it
was a great week. Our
thanks go to all those
who contributed their
time, energy, money
and support. Hopefully
you will no longer fear

that yo_u might have a gﬁt: Graha Jones and Warwick Silvester
good trip! e —

— ( YOURONESTOP )
— DON COMMUNITY PHARMACY
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Piano Specialist
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Prescription,
ATuning Health & Beauty
A Repairs needs

A Open seven days for your convenience

A Full Restorations o .
elivery available

.. Pharmacy
7,L1f€ Chartwell

Phone 855 70 | Westyeld Chartwell

Phone 855 6024
_ J
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THE GREEN THING

Excuse this if you aren6t 6oldé or you dondt feel 6oldo.
hecking out at the store, the young cashier suggested to the older woman that
she should bring her own grocery bags because plastic bags werendt good for

the environment. The woman apologized and explained, fiWe didndt have this green
thing back in my days.0

The clerk responded, iThatés our problem today. Your generation did not care
enough to save our environment for future generations.o

She was right T our generation didnét have the green thing in its day or didndt
call it figreeno.

Back then, we returned milk bottles, soda bottles and beer bottles to the store.
The store sent them back to the plant to be washed and sterilized and reylled, so
it could use the same bottles over and over. So they really were recycled. But we
didndt have the green thing back in our day.

We walked up stairs, because we didndt have an escalator in every store and ofyce
building. We walked to the grocery store and didnét climb into a 300-horsepower
machine every time we had to go two blocks. But she was right. We didndt have
the green thing in our day.

Back then, we washed the babybs diapers because we didnft have the throw-
away kind. We dried clothes on a line, not in an energy gobbling machine burning
up 220 volts T wind and solar power really did dry our clothes back in our early
days. Kids got hand-me-down clothes from their brothers or sisters, not always
brand-new clothing. But that young lady is right. We didn6t have the green thing
back in our day.

Back then, we had one TV, or radio, in the house T not a TV in every room.
And the TV had a small screen the size of a handkerchief (remember them?), not
a screen the size of the state of Montana. In the kitchen, we blended and stirred by
hand because we didn6t have electric machines to do everything for us. When we
packaged a fragile item to send in the mail, we used wadded up old newspapers to
cushion it, not Styrofoam or plastic bubble wrap. Back then, we didnét yre up an
engine and burn gasoline just to cut the lawn. We used a push mower that ran on
human power. We exercised by working so we didndt need to go to a health club
to run on treadmills that operate on electricity. But shebs right. We didndt have the
green thing back then.

We drank from a fountain when we were thirsty instead of using a cup or a
plastic bottle every time we had a drink of water. We reylled writing pens with ink
instead of buying a new pen, and we replaced the razor blades in a razor instead
of throwing away the whole razor just because the blade got dull. But we didnét
have the green thing back then.
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Back then, people took the streetcar or a bus, and kids rode their bikes to school
or walked instead of turning their moms into a 24-hour taxi service. We had one
electrical outlet in aroom, not an entire bank of sockets to power a dozen appliances.
And we didn6t need a computerized gadget to receive a signal beamed from satellites
2,000 miles out in space in order to ynd the nearest pizza joint.

But isndt it sad the current generation laments how wasteful we old folks were
just because we didnét have the green thing back then?

Remember: Donft make old people mad. We donét like being old in the yrst
place, so it doesnft take much to tick us off.

Anon

A GREAT CHRISTMAS PARTY

| thought it would be really boring having to be
with my grandmother after school because we
broke up early and Mum was still working T but it
wasnit! We had a party!! It wasnit with a whole
lot of little kids, but a whole lot of really, really
old kids T many of them eighty years older than
| am. It was the Golden Oldies Christmas Party
at the church and Ruth was amazing with all the
games she got them doing and all the lollies she
had on the tables for them. I helped them play by
standing up the skittles when they got knocked

over and they helped me work out who all the
famous people were in the photo competition.
We also played a good word game which | can
do with other kids. The food was amazing,
and most of it was homemade! They all love
Ruth for giving them a party every month so
they gave her a lovely pot plant and everyone
clapped. She was very happy too. | hope I can
go again next year because the Golden Oldies

Christmas Party is really fun.
Noah

GOLDEN OLDIES CHRISTMAS PARTY: Ruth Bridge the

g

erfect hostess who
in recent times has saved the group from extinction and built it up again.
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Faith and Reason
lan Harris writing in the Otago Daily Times, January 6, 2012

Editoris Note: Although we are now well past Christmas 2011 this column examines a political
leaderis viewpoint all too rare and not widely publicised...

oday is the twelfth day of Christmas, and the carolds fitwelve lords a-leapingd neatly

(though implausibly) round off the season celebrating Jesusé birth. While the decorations,
carols, presents and feasting are behind us, the spirit of Christmas isnét supposed to peter
out with them.

Four days before Christmas the New Zealand public was reminded of that in a remarkable
way and in a most unlikely setting: by an atheist in the address-on-reply debate of our
newly elected Parliament.

The atheist, as he twice described himself, is Green Party co-leader Dr Russel Norman.
Yet unlike many who profess atheism, he was open enough to ynd much good in Christianity.
In fact, his sketch of the Christmas story with its message of new hope for humanity would
not have been out of place in any church pulpit.

fiwhat | admire about the Christmas story is that it speaks to values | share, including
some that make me a little uneasy in this place of privilege and power,0 he said. fiThe story
of change arriving in the form of a baby has resonance in my life.0

Dr Norman said the hopes and values Jesus articulated helped lay down the essential
nature of what it meant to be human and provided a guide for living a good life. fil identify
with the Christianity that teaches love and compassion towards each other, especially the
most vulnerable - the widows, the orphans, the sick and those in prison,0 he said.

fil also identify with the Christianity that demands we live with truth and justice between
one another.o

He saw those values expressed when in 1935 Michael Joseph Savageds Labour
Government gave a special Christmas bonus to the unemployed: fiNow there was a true
moment of Christmas in this Parliament that gave birth to a new hope that our political
economy could be bent to protect the vulnerable. That was applied Christianity.o

And he identiyed with the Christianity that teaches an awe and respect for the natural
world, fithe Christianity that says tread sacredly through nature because God incarnated
himself in the world through the person of Jesus Christo.

It must be acknowledged, in passing, that the churchés record in keeping these values
central is very mixed. But they have never disappeared, and when they are uppermost the
practical outcome of Jesusd teaching is clear for all to see.

Dr Norman told MPs that the values of love, generosity and a reverence for nature should
not sound out of place in Parliament.

fiBut the talk in here is dominated by a different kind of worship - one of economic
growth at all costs. The Government says a strong economy provides the resources to then
protect the vulnerable and the environment.

fiBut compassion shouldndt be conditional. The protection of the vulnerable and the
environment are necessary preconditions for a successful, fair and sustainable economy.o
Referring to policies announced in the speech from the throne, Dr Norman said: fiThe
economic and political agenda undermines the values that we celebrate. Whatds worse, we
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still have a virtually universal agreement in this House that mindless economic growth is
the overriding purpose of government, if not society itself.

fiThere is little discussion about the quality of that growth, its costs, or how we might
share the beneyts and costs more fairly. There is precious little discussion of how we
could possibly have never-ending growth in resource use and pollution on a planet which
is ultimately ynite.

fAOur current political and business world-view has become so focused on endless growth
that it has to conveniently ignore the increasing social and environmental damage that comes
from mindless growth without values.o

Unfortunately, most MPs and the news media were more interested in how new Labour
leader David Shearer and Prime Minister John Key squared up that day. Many left the
chamber before Dr Norman spoke, and newspapers either ignored his speech or snidely
dismissed it.

He was, however, speaking for many thousands of New Zealanders who long to see
politics shaped more by the values he cited rather than by ynance, important as that is.
There is always room for a touch of idealism in politics, and accountancy does not provide
it. Love and compassion, truth and justice, respect for the natural world: as Dr Norman said,
those hopes and values articulated by Jesus are too important to belong only to Christians
T fithey belong to us all, believers and unbelievers alike.0

What a different country we would be if enough of us thought so, too!

Methodist Synod Education Opportunity

The yrst Trinity College Intensive for 2012 is to be held on Saturday18 Febru-
ary at Wesley Methodist Church, Tauranga. This will be given by an excellent
presenter, Rev. Dr. Lynne Wall (past tutor at the college).

The subject is Introducing Markis Gospel, the gospel used in the 2012 lection-
ary.

There will be a cost this year for each participant, the College has agreed that
for three members in any parish it will charge $50 which participants can share.
Watch the pew sheets for updates.

Please register your interest with Mary 07 850 5711 or maryw@west.net.nz

and | will inform the College.
Mary West

KIDS IN CHURCH

Alittle boy was overheard praying: iLord if you canit make me a better boy, donit worry about it. Iim having
areal good time as | am.i

Atfter the christening of his baby brother in church, Jason sobbed all the way home in the back
seat of the car. His father asked him three times what was wrong. Finally, the boy replied, (That
preacher said he wanted us brought up in a Christian home, but | want to stay with you guys.b

A Sunday school teacher asked her children as they were on the way to church service, (And why is it
necessary to be quiet in church?}
One bright little girl replied, iBecause people are sleeping.|
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On the road to becoming tenants in our own country?
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CHURCH LIBRARY NOTES

Compiled by GWEN KENTISH

We have been donated a Time/Life DVD Collection of Three Biblical Epics: Jesus,
Abraham, Joseph for the Video/DVD Library.

Pastoral: Loss and grief are part of life and older people are used to its ups and
downs, but they can still be surprised by the intensity of their grief when a major
change like retirement or the death of their spouse comes along. Sometimes life
begins to feel like a series of losses, which can be particularly hard to cope with
because they may come with other problems as well: money difyculties, poor health,
or little family support nearby. Grieving is the process of adjusting to your loss and
learning to live with the changes it has brought to your life. You donét have to like
these though! Riding the Storms T A book about Loss and Grief for Older People
has been written by Lois Tonkin, a New Zealand author and publisher.

Missions: Another gift to the Library is Exiles: Living Missionally in a Post-Chris-
tian Culture by Michael Frost, Professor of Evangelism and Missions at Morling
College in Sydney. If anyone is at all in tune with the culture around us, they will
realise we have slowly but surely now shifted into a post-Christian world. With that
happening, it is books like this which will

help guide, encourage, and lead us to be o >
living missional lives as followers of Je
sus in the new world around us. The au-

tr}o';is alslq tpe missional arc_hiteC(::LO_f one PRINTS

communiies called smallcatigse. 1t oo

is worth visiting their website. R IS
EMBROIDERY

MIRRORS
REFRAMING
A Prompt service
A Best quality framing
A Advice on colours & designs

USEFUL DEFINITIONS

KIPPERS are Kids In Parent Place
Eroding Retirement Savings

NETTEL is Not Enough Time To B Ik “mc rdd ntq > mfd ne ™ Roldr
Enjoy Life

Jill & Peter Millar
POTTEL is Plenty Of Time To 50 Ellerslie Ave. Chedworth
Enjoy Life N Phone 855 5364
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ANSWERS OF A BRILLIANT STUDENT
WHO OBTAINED 0%

QL. In which battle did Napoleon die?
A: His last battle

Q2. Where was the Declaration of In-
dependence signed?
A: At the bottom of the page

Q3. River Ravi pows in which state?
A: Liquid

Q4. What is the main reason for di-
vorce?

A: Marriage

Q5. What is the main reason for failure?
A: Exams

Q6. What can you never eat for break-
fast?
A: Lunch and dinner

Q7. What looks like half an apple?
A: The other half

Q8. If you throw a red stone into the
blue sea what it will become?
A: It will simply become wet

Q9. How can a man go eight days with-
out sleeping ?
A: No problem, he sleeps at night.

Q10. How can you lift an elephant with
one hand?

A: You will never ynd an elephant that
has only one hand.

Q11. If you had three apples and four
oranges in one hand and four apples
and three oranges in other hand, what
would you have ?

A: Very large hands

Q12. If it took eight men ten hours to
build a wall, how long would it take four
men to build it?

A: No time at all, the wall is already
built.

Briepy...

Cakes to Businesses: Glenda Jamieson,
Judy Holdsworth & Ken have delivered the
ynal cakes for 2011. They were to Roger
McGirr, valuer, who has for many years
assisted our annual church fair, and the
Flagstaff Police Station. There have been a
number of great suggestions for recipients

Did you know that Chartwell Parish Coun-
cil have now in place a ébuddy systemdwith
New Brighton Church in Christchurch? The
church is needing to be completely rebuilt
and Mary has already arranged for money
to be sent to purchase portaloos etc. The
link has now been taken a step further.
The New Brighton congregation was so
delighted that we have shown them compas-
sion that our Parish Council members are
sending individual Christmas cards to each
of their members. We intend to continue
corresponding with them so will keep you
updated with news as it happens.

008
kgr\a@" 10% Discount
hCetn to all
[ \ralian Bagh parishioners
A Rorian

PLUS Hats 6 Gloves 0 Jewellery
and Sleepwear
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Coming Events

Sun Feb 12 Sunday School commences, Messy Church at 4pm.

Sat-Sun National Interfaith Forum to be held at Temple View. An interesting

Feb 18-19 programme has been arranged for the 2-day event, details are available
at http://wifco.wikispaces.com/National+Interfaith+Forum+2012.
A multi-faith Service will be held 9-10am on Sunday 19.

Sun Feb 19 Congregational meeting at 11am. See page 11.

Tues Feb 21 Shrove Tuesday.

Sat Feb 25 Talent sale 10am-1pm prior to Harvest Festival service the following
day. It would be most helpful if items for the latter could be brought to

Congregational Meeting
February 19 at 11am
Purpose

To give the members of this Parish the opportunity to discuss future terms
of Ministry for Rev. Ken Olsen.

Explanation

Ken is to have a Ministry review that will be organised by the JRC (Joint
Regional Committee) in March 2012. This is required because Ken is in
his 10" year of Ministry in this Parish.

| hope that there will be a good attendance and representation at the
meeting. The Parish Council will meet with the JRC representatives and
will be able to present ithe mind of the congregation.

Mary West, Parish Council Chairperson January 2012

We arrive when we say we will and clean up when we leave!
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Phone us 24 hours, 7 days on 849 8485
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